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Three Sonatas for Cello and Piano, originally for Viola da Gamba and Harpsichord 


Sonata No. 1 in G major, BWV 1027 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

i. Adagio - Allegro ma non tanto 

ii. Andante 

Hi. Allegro moderato 


Sonata No. 2 in D major, BWV 1028 

i. Adagio 

ii. Allegro 

iii. Andante 

iv. Allegro 


Sonata No. 3 in G minor, BWV 1029 

i. Vivace 

ii. Adagio 

iii. Allegro 
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James Parker’s achievements are both lengthy and 
impressive. His musical roots can be traced to the 
Vancouver Academy of Music and University of British 
Columbia where he studied with Kum Sing Lee, and then 
went on to complete his master’s and doctoral degrees 
with Adele Marcus at The Juilliard School. Dr. Parker 
continues the teaching tradition as the Rupert E. Edwards 
Chair in Piano Performance on the music faculty at the 
University of Toronto. 

Beginning in 1984 with a first prize at the Eckhardt- 
Gramatte Competition, Parker served notice that he was 
a rising star. The CBC competition concurred, selecting 
him winner of the 25th National Competition for Young 
Performers. The Virginia P. Moore Prize as the most 
promising young classical artist soon followed, further 
solidifying Parker’s place as one of Canada’s best. 

On-air programs have repeatedly sought out his 
performances. Parker has made frequent appearances on 
CBC, and performances on Bravo!, the CanWest Global 
Network, MuchMusic and a myriad of stations across the 
globe. 

Parker’s style has earned him the Globe and Mail’s praise 
as “one of the most searching musical intellects and 10 
of the nimblest fingers in the business.” He has enthralled 
audiences in North America and Europe, counting 
diplomats and dignitaries among his receptive audiences. 

A consummate professional, James Parker is recognized 
as a soloist and chamber musician. As well as being the 
pianist for Canada’s foremost ensemble, the Gryphon 
Trio, he has critically acclaimed performances with major 
Canadian symphonies like Toronto, Vancouver, National 
Arts Centre, Nova Scotia and many in between. With two 
Juno recording awards and many other nominations from 
his vast discography, Parker continues to graciously strive 
to do it all. 


Winona Zelenka joined the Toronto Symphony Orchestra 
in 2001. As a soloist, she has performed concerti with the 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra, the Mississauga Symphony 
Orchestra, and the Toronto Philharmonia Orchestra, 
among many others. She is a dedicated recitalist and 
chamber musician, regularly performing in every Toronto 
music series of note as well as the Ottawa Chamberfest; 
she is also a proponent of new music, having performed 
two world premieres of works written for her by Canadian 
composers Michael Pepa and Chris Paul Harman. 

In June 2010 Zelenka released her first CD set of J.S. 
Bach’s Six Suites for Solo Cello (Marquis Classics). It has 
received international acclaim, and in 2011 was nominated 
for a Juno Award in the category of Classical Album of the 
Year: Solo or Chamber Ensemble. She has also played 
the complete Bach Suites at the Stratford Summer Music 
Festival, and performed solo works on stage with the 
National Ballet of Canada. Zelenka’s films with Moving 
Head Productions include interviews for BOLD TV and 
a complete performance of the Cassado Suite for Solo 
Cello , viewed by thousands on YouTube. In June 2012 she 
released Connections, her second recording comprised of 
sonatas for cello and piano written by French composers, 
with the celebrated pianist Connie Shih (Marquis Classics). 

Winona Zelenka obtained her Bachelor of Music and 
Artist Diploma at Indiana University, where she studied 
with Janos Starker. Her other formative teachers were 
William Findlay, Vladimir Orloff and William Pleeth. She 
has previously won orchestral positions in England, 
Canada and the United States. Her professional career 
has included two seasons of Acting Principal Cellist of 
the Santa Fe Opera Orchestra and five seasons as Acting 
Principal Cellist of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. 


Upcoming Thursdays at Noon concerts 

Sep 28: 

Dave Young, Bass, Dave Restivo, Piano 


and Gordon Foote, Saxophone 

Oct 12: 

Vocalis: Italian Treasures 








